PURFLEET ON THAMES

COMMUNITY FORUM

MINUTES OF MEETING 29th JUNE 2009
 ST STEPHENS CHURCH, PURFLEET ON THAMES

1.
Members Present

John Rowles

Joint Chair

Paul Polley

Joint Chair

Ian Stone

Treasurer

Gareth Davies
Committee Member
Rev Hudson

Committee Member

Christine Rowles
Committee Member

2.
Apologies

Moira Pollington
Committee Member

Georgette Polley
Committee Member

Ian and Jan Hilton 
Committee Members

3.
Minutes of last meeting

The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a true record of that meeting.
4.
Garrison Regeneration
Valerie Johnson and Paul Kitson presented the current plans/thinking for the regeneration of the Garrison estate. Following the scoping study over a year ago the project has moved forward and a feasibility study looking at various options is nearing completion.

Meeting attendees were invoted to congregate around a model of the estate where various options were talked through.  Numerous questions and points were raised from the floor.
5.
Forum
JR outlined some of the good work completed by the forum over the past year.
· Provision of play equipment

· Planters

· Play day

· Community event

· Stonehouse corner roundabout improvements
· Christmas celebration

· News letter

· Container

The forum had spent its entire budget of £7400 for the year.  Thurrock Council have allocated the forum a new budget of £5600.

At this point the Chair officially stood down, along with all other committee members to enable the AGM  to take place.  Wendy Mayo from Ngage oversaw the process.  See separate minutes.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
6.
AOB
· JR confirmed that he wrote to the RSPB with regards to children obtaining access to the site.  The RSPBs policy is to only allow children under 16 when accompanied by an adult.

· Derek raised the question about planting in Uplands.  Thurrock council confirmed that they did not have the ability to maintain such planting s none would be provided.  Derek asked if Bellway would provide.  Thurrock Council will ask the question.

· Alison Campbell informed the group of the free DNA property marking being offered by Essex police

· Deemus Lee confirmed that plans for the community cohesion event were being finalised.
· The church youth club confirmed that it is sending some children to Australia this summer and hope for an exchange programme.  The youth club is growing in numbers and strength.  The forum applauded all those involved in this excellent work.

· Church Hollow tree destruction – Cllr Smith confirmed that he follows this up weekly.  There had been a serious breakdown of communication and advice between owners and the council leading to the owners thinking they had permission to fell the trees.  Council have now insisted that trees are re-planted before any redevelopment of the old school house and cottages.
Date of next meeting: Monday 28th September 2009.  

