Purfleet Community Forum notes from informal discussion 15.02.2010 

Held at the Fleet Pub. 7.30pm

In attendance

Forum Representatives

John Rowles – Chair

Demus Lee – Vice Chair

John Swain – Forum Member – Resident

Derek Fergey – Forum Member – Resident

Developer Representatives

Paul Hesslop – Goodman

Tony Sannio – Glancy Nicholls Architects

Stuart Hodgkiss – TH::DA Highway Designers

Richard Flack – DPP Planning Application Agent

Note Taker: Georgette Polley – Purfleet Forum from 7.45pm

Without prejudice.

Background.

The Chair had received an approach from the developers for an informal meeting to advise the group of a future planning application on the Blueland Quarry Site off of Stonehouse Lane Purfleet and adjacent to the Watts Wood Residential area.  At the January meeting the chair asked the open meeting for interested members to attend and 4 volunteers came forward. The suggested dates proved to be unsuitable for forum members and through the chair the developers were accommodating and agreed to move the date to the 15th.  These are informal notes and in no-way binding the developers were also content for the meeting to be recorded as an aide-memoir to help with possible responses to any future consultation once the planning applications are submitted.

Opening introductions were made. Drawings available for viewing and an overview for the proposed usage of the site. The forum were advised that there will be a hybrid application. This would be detailed for the fill and the access road, and outline for the buildings. The buildings would then be subject to a reserved matters application at some future date.
Questions raised included details relating to the site such as depth of the pit

. The cliff face and how it would be supported.

 How will it be in-filled with what will it be in filled with? 

How will the in-fill be monitored to ensure no hazardous waste dumped?

Concerns voiced over the existing environment wildlife flora and fauna 

Loss of open space in the area.

Public Footpath.  Remedial landscaping of site.

Traffic and vehicle movements major problem in the area 

Under provision of overnight and general HGV parking in the area.

Height and Scale of the Buildings What other sites in the area have been developed.

Muck on road – effective wheel washing facilities

How long to develop the site. Will there be any further public consultations and will the forum be updated as things progress.

The pit is 30ft at it’s deepest and the Environment Agency does not want the water removed and would prefer it to be displaced (i.e. to naturally percolate/seep through the quarry walls). Estimated that it will take 2 years to in-fill. Approx 12 trucks per hour = 96 lorry movements per day. Highways Agency has suggested a left in left out system accessing the site to relieve movements on junction 30/31 M25. Strict monitoring processes would be required to ensure only inert materials used to in-fill. No hazardous materials would be allowed. Environmental permit required and there are severe penalties if you do not comply.

Any fish in the water would need to be caught and removed before in filling.  The Environment Agency has suggested it maybe advisable to survey the cliff once the water has been dispersed. Then issues relating to the slope and stabilization of the cliff would be addressed. With regard to the public footpath that would be a matter for the local authority. Natural England has requested an Environmental Impact Assessment of the full site to be submitted with the planning application. Natural England has requested any built form does not about onto the cliff face hence requiring a buffer zone. 

It is expected that the planning application for the in-fill of the site will be submitted towards the end of March, as it is considered a major application will take a minimum of 16wks there after approx 2 yrs to fill and 1 yr to surcharge the fill and prepare and make ready the site for development. During that time a reserved matters application will be submitted for the buildings and further dialogue will be expected. Probably 4 years before site active.

Other sites locally would be Closed Loop at Dagenham although that is sited in an industrial area a development at Andover was in close proximity to a residential area.

Would be willing to send some photos through of finished sites.

Nathan Drover of Thurrock Council dealing with local highways issues and potential planning contributions.

To close the Chair thanked Goodman’s for their time and candour and felt it had been a useful discussion.

